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The University of New Mexico Naval ROTC welcomed CAPT Gary Cave as its new
commanding officer after the retirement of CAPT Nick Sarap. Cave, an Ohio native, became
interested in military service during his time in the ROTC program at the Georgia Institute of
Technology—an interest he has turned into a 26-year career.
Cave brings a wealth of experience including three command tours with his most recent and
longest tour in San Diego as Commanding Officer of USS Zumwalt (DDG 1000). “I was used
to moving every two to three years until I was stationed in San Diego for 6 years,” he says.

WELCOME TO STUDENT AFFAIRS

Prior to his assignment at UNM, he’d only driven through New Mexico, and wasn’t sure what
to expect. After hearing that UNM is a downtown campus, he couldn’t help but compare it to
Georgia Tech— situated on the I-75/I-85 connector in downtown Atlanta—and assumed that
it might be more of a concrete jungle than a picturesque landscape. “UNM is a beautiful
campus, it’s very open and green,” he says. “It’s a hidden gem.”
Now that he’s at The University of New Mexico, he hopes to bring the ROTC program into closer alignment with The
University as a whole, and feels that the upcoming move from Student Affairs to University College will help him do
that. “The ROTC program has always been on its own,” he says. “I’d like to help heighten the academic oversight of the
program.”
The construction of the new ROTC Complex slated to be completed at the end of this year will bring greater comradery
among the three units on campus. “We’ve always had a friendly competitiveness between branches,” he says. “Bringing
the three units together in the same space will help right what sometimes is considered an unhealthy rivalry— at the
end of the day, we all wear the same cloth.”
Part of Cave’s duties include teaching a leadership and ethics class. Although the Naval ROTC program is geared
toward turning midshipmen into commissioned Naval officers, anyone enrolled at the University can take an ROTC
class. “The leadership and ethics course can translate across all majors and can be used by anyone,” he says.
The most important item on his to do list? Give back to the program that gave him his start. “Since my time in the
Georgia Tech ROTC program as a midshipman, I always knew I wanted to give back to the program,” he says. “It didn’t
really matter where, but New Mexico was exciting with its spacious outdoor appeal.”
Cave has three children, two who are in college in other states and a third who will be starting school here in
Albuquerque in the Fall. He and his wife have settled into the East Mountains where they enjoy the landscape, fresh air,
and the rurality of their location. For more information on the Naval ROTC program, visit the NROTC website.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!
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Nominations are currently being
accepted for all categories through
today. More information can be
found on our Student Affairs Louie
Awards webpage.

Submit a
nomination

The University of New Mexico Student Union
Building will serve as voting location for the
2022 primary election in Louie's Lounge,
Room 1076 (North End, Plaza Level One).
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LOUIE AWARDS

AASS BLACK GRADUATION AND AWARDS CEREMONY

EARLY VOTING
Saturday, May 21 to Saturday, June 4
Monday through Saturday (Closed Sunday)
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
ELECTION DAY VOTING
Tuesday, June 7
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Daniela Baca, director for the UNM Children’s Campus, was
recently appointed as the new President of the National
Coalition for Campus Children’s Centers (N4C). Baca has
served on the Coalition’s Board of Directors for several
years and most recently served on the Executive Board as
treasurer. This is a 4-year term with one year as PresidentElect, two years as President, and one year as Past President.
“I am excited about this new opportunity and honored to
serve in this new capacity,” Baca says.
The National Coalition for Campus Children’s Centers (N4C)
is a nonprofit educational membership organization, with approximately 600
members from over 250 higher education institutions in 39 states across the
U.S. The organization supports excellence in programs for young children in
communities of higher learning by providing opportunities for leadership,
professional development, networking, and advocacy. Congratulations Daniela!
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