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Dr. Wallace Southerland III is the Founder, Principal, and Chief Executive Officer of 
Greater Possibilities Consulting, LLC and formerly served as Vice President for 
Student Affairs at Millikin University. With more than 34 years of experience in higher 
education, he has held leadership positions at public and private institutions, 
including research universities, faith-based institutions, and small and large campuses 
across the country. 
  
A first-generation college graduate and former low-income student, Dr. Southerland 
has dedicated his career to advancing student success, educational access, 
leadership development, and organizational effectiveness. His experience spans both 
student affairs and academic affairs and includes leadership roles in TRIO programs, 
student engagement, residential life, academic support services, enrollment and 
retention initiatives, and senior executive leadership. 
  
Dr. Southerland views higher education as a powerful opportunity to positively 
impact students, families, and communities. Throughout his career, he has worked to 
strengthen programs and services that support student success while mentoring and 
developing future leaders. He has also served as an adjunct faculty member, grant 
writer, fundraiser, and executive coach. 
  
In 2025, he launched Greater Possibilities Consulting, LLC, providing strategic 
planning, leadership development, organizational assessment, and coaching services 
to educational and community organizations. 
  
Dr. Southerland earned a Bachelor of Arts in English and a Master of Science in 
Counseling from the University of Bridgeport and a Ph.D. in Education Policy, 
Planning, and Administration from the University of Maryland. 
 


